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Introducing the first of two new publications
of the Jussi Biorling Society....
As you will recall from the previous (3Q90) issue ofjournal of the JBS-USA, Mickey
D ove has announced that she will step down as Editor of that publication. Now, after
consultation with our Board of Directors and other advisors, we have decided to try
something new: We'll produce a pair of publications, this Newsletter with publication
dates of about June 1 and December 1 each year, and a new joumal oftheJussi Bjorling
Society to appear in March and September.
Our Newsletter will have these functions:
• It will announce upcoming events-like the next JBS Conference, to be held June
28-July 1.
• It will discuss news events in our special world-like the fact that JBS-USA is contemplating closer cooperation with the UK's Jussi Bjorling Appreciation Society.

Second JBS Conference
Scheduled
by the JBS Board

• The Newsletter will contain some of the other, shorter, features of our previous
Jounzal, for instance news of recent or upcoming references to Jussi in the media.
Thus, in this issue we tell you about some of the events marking the September 9
anniversary of Jussi's death.

Details ofplrms for the next iuternatio11alJBS co1!ftre11ce, including
speak.,•rs, co11trib11tio11s kY young
musicians, and much more

• In particular, our Newsletter plans to feature profiles of people of special interest to

pagel

our members.

Two New Publications

And we will use this Newsletter to help introduce our Society to prospective new
members, by distributing copies widely. (We welcome your suggestions about appropriate. places to send copies.)
(cont. on p. 2)

by Dan Shea
The new Newsletter ofthe Jussi
Bjorling Societyjoins the Journal
~fthe Jussi Bjorli11g Society
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Second JBS Conference
Scheduled
Save the dates:june 28-fuly 1, 2001,
in Minnesota
A report by Dan Shea, Mickey Dove, Bill
Dove, Tom Hines and Bill Clayton

Our first JBS Conference in Washington,
D.C., during early June 1999, was a happy
success and we've been trying to find the
right formula for our second. Now the JBS
Board has decided to accept the warm
invitation of Anders Bjorling to meet on

the campus of Gustavus Adolphus College
in St Peter, l\1N, in the anni\'ersary year
2001 and at a beautiful venue: the Jussi
Bjorling Concert Hall, for four days during
the last weekend in June.
Herc are some of the plans we've
already made, and some ideas that are taking shape rapidly:

• Interesting talks by experts a11d enthusiasts.
We can already announce that Berti!
Bengtsson will speak on the line of Royal
Swedish te~rs, from Jussi's distinguished
predecessors to him (as nonpareil) and his

JBS Contributes to Bjorling
Scholarships
Society provides funds for Jussi
Bjorli11g Endowment Fund at
Gustavm Adolphus College
page4

Bjorling Stamp Available
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NewJ/ettcr ofthe Jzmi Bjorling Soci<'fy

Conference {.-0111. from/'· 1)
successor~. This topic will allow Berti!
to explain some of the Swedish history
and culture that supported J ussi's
superh training and d evelo pment,
and to which he contri buted significantly as a wo rld star returning ofo:n
to his home theaters. l'vbny of you
know lkrtil as assistant to Harald
Hcnrysson at the Borliinge JB
.l\luseum, or as ebullie nt guide during
our JBS tour of Dalarna during June
2000.
Another d isting uished speaker will
be Stephen Hastings , an Engli sh
music critic who has heen living in
Italy since 1978, and is now editor of
the Italian magazine Musica. You may
recall his reviews of performances :it
La Scala i<>r Opcm Ne-ws. Stephen's
searching analysis of Jussi's position
among the tenors of the twentieth century, in a 1998 article in lHusim called
"Bjiirling, ii canto eccclso di un uomo
schivo," will appear in the M arch issue
of our J ournal in his own translation as
"Jussi Bjiirling: the supreme singing of
a shy man."
Other spe,1kers and panel sessions
arc being arranged at this time, and
further informario n will follow in the
next } oumal and a ~pcLial rnailin~
with regishation m aterials to come
btcr. Vl/c can te ll yo u rhat while
George Jellinek will not be able to
accept o ur invitation to spc:ik this
June, he h:is very kind ly offered us the
tape of a special program in his ;'The
Vocal Scene" seri es. This p rogram is
titled: ".A. rs longa, vita brc,,is" and will
compare the careers and re cordings of
Frit,, Wunderlic h and Jussi. Vile
expect to have li,·cly discuss io n s after
all these talks-in particular we plan
to invite members of the Fritz
VVundnlich Gescllschaft to join our
conversatio n.

• S0111e rontributions by young 11111s10,111s.
One of the most important rasks JBS
has set fo r itself is the nurn1ring of

Two New Publications (cont.Ji'om p. 1J
As for the new Jouma/ (}.JBS), we want our main publication to be mo re profrs··
sionally produced , with a format that makes it easier for you to use and keep your
copies ofj]BS Each issue will be bigger, to reflect the fact that it' ll be publ ished
k ss often. \Ve hope that libraries at university schools of music will want to receive
:ind keep successi,·e issues of o ur ] 0 11111<1/.

The } 011nz11! will continue to feature subs ta ntial articles, such as:
• Tramlations by Cail C1mpain of ch apters from Berti! lfagman's insightfu l J ussi
Bjorling, m mi1111,,shok of 1960, :1 memory-book of fa,·orite storiL·s from those
who knew Jussi best;
• Beau Kaplan's inrcrvicw of Albert White, which appc:ircd in our previous issue;
or 1-lal Sokolsky's transcription of a 1962 radio in te n ·iew wirh J ussi's publicity
age nt Bill Arneth, to appear in our next issue;
Special fearures like Bill C layton's analyses of Jussi's recordings, de tailed reviews
of biographies of inten:st to our m embers, reports from D on Gtlldberg and others about hunting down undiscovered recordings o f live performances before
th ey ,·anish forever; and regular columns like our Jussi i11 the Nn.v.c
Hard news about the chJnging nature of the record industry, and how those
ch:ingcs impact availability of the recorded legacy of great singers lik<.: J ussi. In
particular, we want ro track the sound- quality of the curre ntly-avaibble tran, criprio ns of J ussi's rel'.ord ,, engage in some sort of di,iloguc with those who provide these transcriptions, and then bring those discussions to you.
We also \\'an t to conti nue to bring you readable copies of full rc\'iew, of Jus~i·s
performances, and good- qualit)' re productions of photographs yo u will find interesting . If you'll write us letters, we'll publish the m fo r our readers. C:in you construc-t an operatic crossword puzzle;, If so, send it to us ra rher than rhe .'f\/Y Tim,.,1
Our cfacussion s about how to produce the N,.,·,c·sletter and }.]RS ha,·e kd tn
some interesting ideas for cooper:ition:
• Harald lknrysson at the Borlange l\ luseum has offered to help provide d igi tal
copies of pho tograph s from the extensive collection arnilabk there.

roung mw,ical talent, especially when
thi, can be done in rerms of the career,
repertoire and ,·ocal example of Jussi
Bj6rling. Thc concert hall where we will
meet Sl':lts about 450 and is a perfect
ve nue fo r a live .:oncert. \Ve ,uc planning an event with o ne or more fine
youn!,!; singers and acL·on1panists, and
have some exciting ideas from Giorgio
Tozzi, now a distinguished professor ,lt
I ndi,rna University :is well as advisor to
JBS. V\!c also plan.to cooperate with the
fine music program at Gustavus.

And mu,h more. One idea that we will
consult with Berti! and Harald about
C()ncerns a reco rded Jussi Bjorling
Concert during our conference. These
have been presented in Sweden by the
Bo rliinge 1\Iuseum, as a way of introducing J ussi to a new ge neration of
admirers. The idea is to use J ussi's
fin est re cordings, often from li ve
appearances and in his typical concert
repertoire, together wi th top-qu ality
sound reproduction to make the concert a real occasion.

Newsletter ~(th1• juu i l~jorli11g Soci<'ly

• Andrew Farkas :tl, o has offered to provide copie~ of photogr;1phs from his personal collection.
• \/Ve hope that other, wh<, han: been helpful in rhe past, no tably Anders Bjorling,
will continue to sh :trc ge nerously their pho tos, poste rs and other memorabilia of
Jussi \ can.:er.
Further, JB S- USA i, arti,·cly working to e; tahli sh a d m,n publishing relationship \\'ith the Jussi Bii>rling Appreciation Sot'ict_1·. The JBAS was the first of
all Rjiirling Societies, prcd:1ting even the Scandina,·ian .J.B. Si'illskapet, and its
wo rk ha~ prm·ided ;, helpful m <Kh-1 for bo th the Siillskapet and u~. A cooperative
publis hing arrange ment wo uld benefit bo th Soci<:tie~ by reducing printing costs
:rnd expanding the rarnge of the arti,·b,.
J\ lickey and Bill Dm·e ha\'\: been di scu,,in~ ,ooperatio n bet\\'CCn JBAS and
•>Ur JBS-US,\ wi th Ri chard Copeman and Eric \!\limhks of the JBJ\S, and even llially so1nc , ort of agrennent will be n::tchcd.
In ano ther d,'\'cl,iprrn: nt, wc ha \'e discussed " ·ith leaders of the: Sallskapct ho w
we m ight shar(' :1ffil i:1te ml'rn bership hl'twt~c n our chapters. Tlwir members inte rc,tcd in rc,Ti\'111g o ur Engli sh-lang uage ] o11rna/ could do so, on becoming affiliate
ml'mhcr, of o ur Socit't\· (:it a reduced membership foe). W e hope: some sort of
inrcrnation:tl treaty along thl', e lines can he agreed upon!
Vl/c 11ced tn t:tkc tirn<: to r a spcci:1! no te of thauks: 111 our thrc<.: years of existe nce, ;\licke:· Dm-c: has produced 11 issue, nf our j oum,il, building a ~taff who
kn·e helped lwr nl'a tc the intc:n-,ti ng puhli ration \\'l: 110 w ha,·c . l\lany thanks are
due her, and C ail, Bill, '[<im, l3c:au, Enriq11c, I braid, Karl and others, for this
g rn undhrc~king wo rk . ()f course, l\lickey will rnntinu,· t<) help with .f.JBS, as well
as (ontinuc to dn her other essen tial ta, b , st1<.: h ;ts lllainraining our wcbpage and,
with Ellen l.ie11hard, keeping up our subscriber lists and o ther communications.
For ,111 this, Tack ,:i m vrket, ;'dickt:\'!
/\ nd tin,1llr, :t pl' rrnnal norc: \\' h ilc I'm conr<:nt tu ~<:r\'e as Editor of both
these puhlic1tiom for the time heing. I'd he deli g hted to share the pleasure. The
m o re pl'npk \\'ho , hare these tasks, the , trnngcr w,· will be, and the more sati sfaction we \\'ill find wi th the work nf JH S. One L·lea r ath·:1nragt· nf o ur new :1rr:rngcm e nt:-Ya11 rnuld l'<l n;,iclcr taking on citlw r _job, hcl1,ing edit either publica tio n, and
thus being rcspo nsihlc llnly for two i~HIL', ea.:h year. Do consickr it1

- Don Sh,,a

There h:11·e been rcpe:llc·d rcqucHs
from o ur member, to h:n·e ,cssions fo r
''close li,1cni11g" to uimpcting ,·crsiuns of
th<.: sa me rc.-ord ing,. tll J i,con :r the bc, t
o f the :11·ail:1bk ,·n , i,111, , a~ well a, ti/
ilh ht ratc la )\\ the· lla1h,1 ip1io n engineer,
,, m1l' timc, mistrl':tt Ju,,i·, :1<·1u:tl ,,>un,l
(typi, :tlly, tl, cy lurden tlw ~ound to 111,1kc
it nturL' ''hn nic"/ Core lli -lih·\. \\'e'll try
tn fi nd a ~ond \\':I_I' tll dc\'\.:lop th:ll thrn H:
during the ,unfcrcn.:e.
\Ve arL' g h ,l to hear alrc•:1,-I_I' from so me
of our advisor, and mcmher, th,1t ther will

he able to join us; for instance, Andrcw
F,1rkas, Dnn Coldherg, \ .Yalter Rudolph
.rnd Enrique Cibrdoni all plan to am: nd.
\ Ve <'.lit expect tint tht:y will help lead nur
d i,,·u,sion ,es,ions and contribute their
idea,, :tlong \\i th our host Ander~ Bjorling
wlHhl' :1ch-icc and support we rely upnn con, t,tnth·. \Vl' h,wc ;omc icb1s about po,,iblc
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party at their ho me during o ne o f the
evenings, and we have been consulting
with the Gustants caterers about some: fine
plans for :1 conference banquet. :\·linncapnlis has a fine American Swedish
Institute and we may arrange for some sort
of group visit.
A s to housing during the rnnfcrcnce, we have very good news: Gusta11.1s
has a bcrnd- ncw lnternation :d Sn1dy
Center residrncc for 70 in si ngle o r
double roo m s ;111d complete with airconditioning in c,1sc the perfect midwc~t
early summer happens to ,k\'L'lop some
99% humiJi tv. r'\nJ yo u' U like the price,
wh ich is less than the roo m t:Lx would be
at a typical New York City ho tel: 520 per
single roo m, S 15 per person in a double
room. (N ot to bash NYC: we arc cager to
arrange a future cnnfcrcnn: there, pm.sibly in 2002 at the new Scandinavia
H ouse in l\lanhattan .)
Fo r those of ,·ou who'd like some
post-conference music, we c:in offer a
trip to Santa Fe fo r t\\'O opera,, \'crdi's

falstr!fJ'on July 4 ( Fenton will be sung by
Greg Turay, dubbed "the nm· Bjoerling"
last spring hy T h,• Ne'i.,: York Tim,·s) and
l.11,i,1 di !.,1111nu•n 11aor on July 6. This
option may be especial!\' interesting for
those .:omin?; lo ng distance,, and of
cours,· Santa Fe also offers world- class
chamhc:r music at this time, as well as the
splendor of the city's locale on a 7000loot platc:iu sheltered under the Sang rc
de Cristo mo unt:iins. Then: ,ire superb
museums and state parks dedicated to
the local lndi:111 history and culture, and
the fo nd is dd1nitcly \\'Orth somt· attenti o n . :\t the rno nw nt, \\'l' can pw mise
that Berti! :ind Elena pbn to ,tu cnd, as
do G ail and 1 an,l 1\ lickey D on:. \.Yhilc

l'Xhihits and l'n:,e11tations hy record rnmpa··
nic, and puhli,lwr,. :111d will :1n11ounrc thcsc

\\'ill he able to n1ake rc,en ·at ions for
ticke ts and ho tels fo r rhuse interested , we
can't dl'al with specific qu csrio m about
local tra1·cl until m id- Fchru:m ·. If these
ideas m ay in terest yo u, we'd likc to know

arr:llll(emcnts as tlu:y :ire m:idc.
A nder~ :ind his wife Janet have
irll'itcd con fcrc n,e mem bers to a cocktail

o t' yo ur spcci:11 wishes and will try to
accommodate those in o ur plans: fed
free: to email i\li ckey (mdnw9C<i>ho mc.

\\'<.:

./

N,·-.nlett,,- ~/th, }11,.ri Rjorli11g Society

com) or lo tl'kl'hon<: (8()0-623- 9320) o r
w ritt' (H)<J :\ k lrn,;<: Rd., Bro,1d BroPk,

C T 06016).
For 1Hn,·,

\\T

hope tlut you 'II consider

Decorate your Notes and Letters with a
Classy Biorling Stamp!

joini ng u s fo r our June Bjiirlin~ t·clcbrnt ion in ;\ li11nt·,111:t, and tl ut in t h e m e,mtimc vou' II

'-l\"l'

th<: ,late,. \Vc'II con tin ll(:

to dn·clo p nur p lans and k t ,·ou know
ab o u t t hem as time ,illmvs .

J BS-llS r\ i, p L1,cJ to .111nou11c.: tlut \\'e now ha,·,: a , upply of H iistsol ,ump,
for sak. Thc, e co111mcnwr:tti 1·c ( nu t po stage) stamp; arc in foll color and ti:arurc a t11rmal portr.1it o tJ I3. T he st.imp, ,u c of good sizt·, each bei ng ,1pproximatcl_r 1 -/., hy l '/, i11chc,. T he stamp, benefit charitable ca u se~ in Sll'cdc n.
S tamp, ,lrl' priced :it $5.00 po , tp,1id for tach hlnck of 15 . l f rou 11·ish to
pun-h:1,e, plc:1, c nuke
check p,1yabk to the J u ssi B_jij rl ing Society- USA.
:ind mail l'<Htr order ro F l()re,i.:e D o1-c, 109 !\lclro,e Road, Broad Brook, CT
060 16. P k asc indicate t he number ofblocks you arc purchas ing , and print yo ur
11:lllll' / adclrtss clcarh-.

:·,,ur

JBS Contributes to the
Bjorling Scholarships at
Gustavus Adolphus College
By ,1li,k,y Do, ·,·

JBS-US,\ is pleased to inform you that
in October a contribution in the amoun t
o f SIOOO " ·,is m,1dc by th,: S,Ki..:ty to t he

_l us,i Bjiirli11µ; Scholarsh ip E nd owment
F u nd of Cu,tavu, 1\ Jolphus College,
S aint Peter, l\ l innesou. T h is l!;ift w.1,
m ade po$siblc hy t he m:1ny 1enerous
contribu t ions
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Jl ·ss1 BJ11lll.1,.,,.(j l 'J I :-19(,1)
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.J u,si Bj,irling commcm,m1ti1·c stamp
.1t·/111tl si7.t'

of our members i n last

year·, ~p<:cial end- o f-n:ar JBS ti.ind drive.

As 1·ou m:11· know, Custan!S
/\dnlphu, Colic~,: has a do, e associ:1tion
with the Bjiirling family: ,\ n<lcrs Bjorlin~,
a member o(· our ..-\d1·isory Committee,
n:ccnth· retin:d from the posirio11 ,if
compt rolle r l~>r the cnlkgc after ;: h>ng
lcn11rc . F urth n , th e Bjiirling f~unily
hl'l)wd 1111dc: nnite the: cn n, truction o f the
hc,tutillll J u~,i B_jiirling C nth·crt ]fall.

V\'t: l1opc tl t.tt our Bj11rling So,·ic1,·
1Yil1 be .1hk tll make further cn11trihuti ,m s !11 the fi ne mu,ic p nigr,tm at
C11q :1u1< .1 11, ! rc-,n mm e 1i..l rlut ,·nu , our
rncmhn, , C<Jm i,kr m:1king i 11di1·iJual

c,rntrih11tin11, th,·n· .b "'ell. lf1·,n1 atlcnJ
o ur June ,·,l11frrc11, ,:. ~-.. u ,·.w get ,111 i,h::1
uf ll')n· the 19 ')9 c,li t i,>11 .. ,- / f ,,.,~- f r, ( ;,•t
iut~ (.'f/l t>:,.:,,· . .~h o,c.. ·.

(~u :-- t.l\'l b

f~)I- it !'

,11Hl \ !:tr:-), a, :\ ,d100I 1,·hnl' "pn , nn.tl
altc11 ti1111 ruk,." One tine tenor alumnu ~
nt" I ht: 11n1,i, pru~r:un i, l\-1:trk Thomsen,
\\'h o,c 1,·n rk in \ lo, arl and the Fr,·n,h
rc'J'l'l'!Pirc• i, feat ured acro,s the c·ou1!lry·-1,·ar,·h ,;>r him'
T :1:x-de,l11<"tihlc , 11111rih111 io11 , to t he
_lm,1 Bjcirling Srhoi:l r,hip Fnd,11,·1m·11 t
Fu nd of(; _-\(_' ,·.111 al, o he rna,k th rough
T he J u" i B_jiirli ng Sn, icry--- \ JS. \ , C! O
\l\/illi,1111 C . D m-c, Jr., Trl':1, urcr, 10 9
\ k\rn,c Rn.iii, Br,l:id B n ,ok, CT 0h016.
\ lake yo11r ,hc,k p,1:·.1hlc tl> JBS ,111d
i1 1<!i,:ttc th:.1 th<' <'ll!1 trih u1io n i, t~,r the
J11,,i Bj,irl in;2: S, lw lar, hip End,1\\'mcnt
Fun,! pf t ;u,un,, :\dnlphu, CnllL' )!;<'.

A Special September 9
Concert at the Royal
Opera House Honors
Jussi's Career

JB

The Rn,·al Opna 1-lnu, c :Uhl the

S,i ll, k:1pcr cnm111,·111nr:H,:d rlw -lO t Ii
.111111,·t: r,.1n·

of J ussi's d eath 11·itl1

:1 ~:1b

,:o nce r! fr a turing i11tcrn,1tio11,d n p cra

, 1;1rs ill rq)crtoirc ,t?-soci,.rcd with h im.
I lcrc\ the fric11dlv n.:vil' \\' \\Titt cll 1;,r
S ,·,·11.d.:,1 1),1s,l,/,1dd b: · I ,a r, l ln lhlad. i11 a
tr:111 , l:ttio n pnll'id c,I hy

m:· friend

:111d

t°:H11lr:, colleag ue R icl1:1nl \ ', n ,·ln :

"B11ricd T re,1, 11re,•· ,111·:ml (;ilt>ng- with
t11T .. rhcr l <>ll,·g,·,: Cri1111ell , D ,n ·iJ,011,

F 11tb11siastic Singfest in .Jussi'.; I lo11or
C oncert at the Ro,·al Opera I l( ntsc,

Pomo n,i. Trini t,· nf· Tcx,io. :l!ld \ Villi am

mem o 1T of Jussi B_jiir\in~. I l"ma:,.;c ,>11

111

